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Guardian Ancestor Spirit: Believe Tradition and Ritual

of Mahasarakham Province
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ABSTRACT

The research objectives are to study the ritual believe of the ancestor spirit in
Mahasarakham province using qualitative research methods by collecting information from
guardian ancestor spirit leader, called “Tao-jum” community leaders and villagers by observing,
interviews and focus group discussions. The results found that everyone in the community was
trustworthy, holding faith traditions and rituals, with the past. The “Tao-jum” was a
representative of the ancestors spirit, with the villagers selected to communicate with the villagers
and the ancestor spirit. He must be a good personality, moral, faithful and self-sacrificing. When
he passed away, the villagers would have to select a new villager to take the next step. The
recruiting method takes place in front of the shrine. The villagers witnessed and selected qualified
people to be new “Tao-jum”. The villagers believe that ancestor spirit will prevent disaster and
to remain village peacefulness. The tradition will be held on the first Wednesday of May. In the
ceremony predicted is done by using wood to predict the rain. Tao-jum will keep the scraps
around two meters near the ritual area. If it rains well, the wood will be longer than two meters.
It is believed that the ceremony can protect the area of the forest and inside the forest, such as
wild animals, mushrooms, insects, wood, wild vegetables and herbs. The tradition of the guardian
ancestor spirit is a wise wisdom of the ancestor heritage to make security in their communities.

Keywords : spirit, ancestor, believe, ritual, tradition
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