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Abstract

This research aimed to study the problems found in soil improve-
ment and to set up guidelines for soil improvement for sugarcane farming
in Thap Luang, Ban Rai, Uthai Thani Province. Therefore, this research
focused on the MAIR Model: motivation, abilities, ideas in marketing and
resources. Quantitative and qualitative research methods were used to

analyze the problems found in soil improvement process. A set of ques-
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tionnaires were used in data collecting from 152 respondents. In the
second part of the study, nine experts set up focus group discussion in
order to make suitable suggestions and recommendations as guidelines
for sugarcane farming and their achievement in soil improvement.

The study found that, overall problems in soil improvement were at
amoderate level (X = 2.60). Considering in each aspect, the participants
indicated a low level on the category of resources (X = 2.40) while other
categories were at a moderate level, namely motivation (X = 2.87), abil-
ity and experience (X = 2.52), idea in marketing (X = 2.62).The logical
guidelines for soil improvement are summarized as follows: Motivation:
Promoting the use of organic fertilizer as a promising alternative due to
its benefit in terms of health and environment. Ability and experiences:
Training skills on know-how and knowledge sharing in organic fertilizer
in order to strengthen farmers’ ability. Idea in marketing: Processing
organic fertilizer to enhance added-value as well as promoting products
resulted from the use of organic fertilizer. Resources: Conducting role
and responsibility for members, providing fund along with government
and other organization supports in order to enlarge group’s potential,
producing enough organic fertilizer establishing an demonstrating
sugarcane farming as a community learning-center with a nice atmosphere

for organic agriculture.

Keywords: soil improvement, Guidelines, sugarcane farming
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