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ABSTRACT

The thesis aimed at studying the strategies of euphemism crea-
tions derived from Thai and contemporary Mandarin Chinese taboos and
comparing the reflections in terms of thoughts, beliefs, and values from
the two languages’ euphemisms. The Thai euphemisms in the website
called www.pantip.com were collected from March to June 2010. The
contemporary Mandarin Chinese euphemisms appeared in www.dxju.
com were also collected from March to June 2010. The collected data
were analyzed comparatively and contrastively. Descriptive analysis was

employed to reveal the results of the study.
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The results found could be concluded as follows: 1) There were
4 types of strategies in euphemism creations, namely, modification of
word, vocabulary of foreign languages, deterioration of word meaning,
and metaphor; 2) There were two characteristics of the meanings of
euphemisms — direct and indirect meanings; 3) There were reflections
of thoughts, beliefs, and values shown through Thai and contemporary
Mandarin Chinese.

The reflections of thoughts and beliefs were related to both Thai
and contemporary Mandarin Chinese euphemisms. Thai people believe
that a water monitor (‘hia’ in Thai) was an inauspicious animal by its name,
for example. People avoided mentioning its name and choose to call it a
‘chicken eater’ and ‘hae’ instead. For Chinese people, they believed that if
mentioning the word ‘death’, it would bring bad lucks to the speaker. Thus,
they chose to say ‘pass away’ and ‘sleep in Pa Pao graveyard’ instead
of the word ‘die’. The reflections of values were also related to both Thai
and contemporary Mandarin Chinese euphemisms. For example, Thai
people had values on politeness and humbleness in both actions and
words. They would avoid saying the word ‘fart’ but say ‘release the wind’
instead. Chinese people had values on wealth and fertility. For example,
when they refered to ‘fatness’, they would use the word ‘fertility’.

In conclusion, the results of the present study help to recognize
the strategies of euphemism creations in both Thai and contemporary
Mandarin Chinese as well as truly understand the thoughts, beliefs, and
values of both Thai and Chinese people through the uses of their present

languages.

Keywords : Euphemism, Taboo word
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