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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to analyze the numbers of basic color terms and
non-basic color terms, as well as strategies in forming color terms by Chinese people of different
age groups. The data were collected through an interview of 30 Chinese female informants living
in Beijing. The informants were divided into three groups - each consisting of 10 informants-based
on their ages, including the teenage group (15-25 years of age), the middle-aged group (30-40
years of age), and the elderly group (45-55 years of age). The data showed that the teenage
group has 11 basic color terms including white, black, red, yellow, green, blue, brown, grey, pur-
ple, pink, and orange. The middle-aged and elderly groups shared the equal number of nine
basic color terms comprisingwhite, black, red, yellow, green, blue, brown, grey and purple while
the teenage group had 354 non-basic color terms, the middle-aged and elderly groups had 362

and 340 non-basic color terms respectively. Informing the non-basic color terms, there were three
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strategies employed by the informants: 1)combining basic color terms, 2)modifying basic color

terms, and 3)using words for calling specific objects as color terms.

Keywords : Chinese color terms, color terms formation
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