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Mahori Isan Music: from the Khamar royal temple to the Isan way of life
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ABSTRACT

This article aimed to present the relationship between Isan Mahori and Khmer Mahori in
terms of the instruments and the role in society from the past to present. The result of the study
showed that Isan Mahori is a musical culture that has been influenced by Khmer Mahori. In the past,
Mahori music was used to worship gods. Currently, in Khmer society, Mahori was used in the context
of the folk traditions such as ceremonies or banquet. In the Northeast of Thailand, the roles of Isan
Mahori were modified for using in a broader social contexts related to religion, lifestyle, auspicious
and inauspicious ceremonies. As a result, modification in Isan Mahori’s instruments existed in order
to be applied in the changed roles.
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