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Thai Local Administrative Organizations’ Revenue and

Social Projects Administration : Local Autonomy or Dummy Agency?
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ABSTRACT
The current study aimed to 1) study Thai Local Administrative Organizations’ revenue
and 2) to study the relationship of Thai Local Administrative Organizations ’ revenue to social
programs administration. This study used a secondary data such as the websites of National

Municipal League of Thailand, Office of The Decentralization to the Local Government Organiza-
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tion Committee website, textbooks, articles and related documents. The results showed that Thai
Local Administrative Organizations’ revenue received from the government was divided into two
categories; namely, revenue from grants and revenue to Thai Local Administrative Organizations
own storage. Revenue from subsidies was divided into general grants, subsidies defined by
purpose and subsidies defined by objective. The revenue was associated with a form of project
management by Thai Local Administrative Organizations which was found that if local government
funding or subsidies were defined by purpose, Thai Local Administrative Organizations administe-
red in a manner representative of the government. If Thai Local Administrative Organizations
funding and revenue were collected or distributed from the government, they could apply
the funds to create new projects which might be managed by the administration itself or in
cooperation with other organizations in the network. Even though Thai government has
decentralized authority to Thai Local Administrative Organizations for the past 15 years,
Thai Local Administrative Organizations also relied on government contribution in the amount
determined by the intended use. It also reflects the limitations of the fiscal decentralization of
Thailand.

Keywords : Thai local administrative organizations, Revenue, Local autonomy, Dummy

agency
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