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ABSTRACT

The traditional research on imitative behaviors in enterprises internationalization
mainly focuses on the imitative behaviors in investment decision, location choice and entry mode.
With the continuous promotion of internationalization strategy of global enterprises, the overall
internationalization progress gradually shifts from “Going out” and “Going into” to “Stay on”
stage, and researchers’ attention also turns to the imitative behaviors in the Post-entry stage.
Considering the above research trends, this paper combs international enterprises’ imitative
behaviors in the early, medium and post stage of internationalization, and concludes the
main theory streams. Based on literature review, the paper deconstructs the imitation in
internationalization into imitative will and imitative selection. Imitative will is constituted by
inertia, environmental uncertainty, institutional distance, industry concentration. Imitative
selection consists of experience, clarity of choice, corporate identity. In the end, the paper
indicates future research directions, including inter-organizational imitation behavior from the
spatial perspective, imitation behavior of international enterprises in the context of developing
countries, similarities and differences in international imitation behavior between manufacturing
enterprises and service enterprises, and measurement development of inter-organizational

imitation.
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