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Abstract

The article aims at studying King Xoumphou Inscription
located in Wat Phra Yai Pha Hot Sanakham District, Laos PDR
(opposite Chiangkhan District, Loei province, Thailand) in terms of
content and characteristics of inscription alphabets. The results
show that

1. The content of the inscription records when King Xoumphu
promoted Chaohua Watklang to be Phra Maha Sami Chao (a high
rank of Buddhism Sangha position) of Wat Mano and assigned skilled
men to build the temple being built by the Phra Maha Sami Chao.
King Xoumphou went to pay respect to Phra Maha Sami Chao at
Wat Mano and donated land for the newly built temple. The king
was blessed for the contribution to Buddhism by Phra Maha Sami
Chao. The last line of the inscription mentions the 872nd year of the
kingdom (2053 Buddhism year/1510 A.D.). The evidence contrasts
with the Lan Chang history which issues the Buddhism year of 2044
as the last year of King Xoumphu’s life. That the inscription issues
the year 2053 raises the discussion of the life of King Xoumphu.

2. Tai Noi alphabets and Tai-Lao language are used in the
inscription. The influence of characteristics and structures of
Fakkham script is noticed. Originally, scholars in paleography
believed that the use of the Fakkham script was brought to the Lan
Chang Kingdom in the era of King Vixoun (2044-2063 B.E./1501-1520
A.D.) and King Photisarath (2063-2090 B.E./1520-1547 A.D.) as issued
in the Wat Dan Mueng inscription to be in the Buddhist year of 2073
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(1530 A.D.). However, the piece of evidence found in King Xoumphou
Inscription (2053) implies that the Tai Noi alphabets were developed
before.

Keywords: King Sumphou, Inscription, Essence
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