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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study were to 1) study principles of local Mahori bands
in the area of Wapi Pathum district, Maha Sarakham Province in terms of combination of the
bands, methods of melody productions, songs used in performances,
and traditions related to the bands and 2) investigate models used to develop Isan
local Mahori in the areaiyThe participants were selected by the purposive sampling
method. The instruments used in the study were a survey form, an interview form,
an observing form, and a focus.group. The result of the study shows below.

Music instruments used in Local Mahori band in the area consist of
chordophones, aerophones, membranophones, and idiophones. Transcription of melody
emphasize on aerophones. The performances<could be performed in both sitting and walking
position considered from appropriation of<area and patterns of the ceremony. The musicians
tend to dress in local style. Songs popularly used in the performances are the local melody
such as Pleng Phama Ram Khan, Pleng Long Reua, Pleng Chanee Hoy, Pleng Ra bam, Pleng Hae,
and Pleng Phama Hae Kra jard. Particularly, in the'last period of the performance,
musicians would change the melody into such a song that has similar melody as “Marching
Though Georgia”. Moreover,there is a process to worship HolysSpirit which require
such materials as joss sticks, candles, powder, mirror, comb, and whiskey in the rite. Bringing
instruments into toilets and below banana ropes is a taboo.

The investigated models for conserving local Mahori bands in the area
are implanting social value of the Mahori bands through youngsters, contributing
projects that let the knowledge of Mahori band be transferd to the nest generation,
collecting and performing of Mahori bands, publishing in Medias, and campaigning
Mahori bands as a cultural valuable treasure of community. The models for
developing Mahori bands in the area are modernizing of Mahori performances,
decorating music instruments with characteristics of local stories, combining of
traditional Mahori bands with modern music, and integrating of modern
technology in teaching Mahori.

Keyword : Mahori-Isan, Development
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