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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to (1) study the component of characteristics of youth guides for
Sadok Kok Thom stone castle (2) develop a program of the environmental education process
management for promoting characteristics of youth guides, (3) and compare the results of the
promotion of characteristics of youth guides for Sadok Kok Thom stone castle. The sample groups
for the study were devided into 2 groups. The first group consisted of 385 third interval students
in order to study of components of characteristics of youth guides. The second group consisted
of 67 third interval students who voluntarily participated in the training programfor promoting
characteristics of the youth guides for 4 days. They were divided into 2 groups including 36
students in an experiment group and 31 students in a control group. The research instruments
included the questionnaire on characteristics of youth guides for Sadok Kok Thom stone castle
and the program of the environmental education process management with a training manual
book which was at the most appropriate level as evaluated by a group of experts. The statistics
employed for analyses of the data were percentage, mean, standard deviation, the confirmatory
factor analysis using the LISREL package and the F-test (One-way Repeated Measures: MANOVA).

The major findings revealed that the characteristics of the youth guides had 4 aspects
consisting of perception of youth guides’ roles, selection of technology and knowledge transmission,
communication of meaning for culturally attractive sites and contents organization of
attractive sites. The model statistically had a goodness of fit with empirical data. The training
activities contained knowledge giving coupled with an environmental conservation, participatory
group work, role-playing, observation of guides’ s roles in the field, and role performance of the
youth guides in the field. In addition, the experimental group showed their characteristics of youth
guides for Sadok Kok Thom stone castle as a whole and in each aspect at the posttest training
period and at the 3-week follow-up period statistically increased from before the training and
higher than the control group as measured at before, after the training and the follow-up periods
(p<.001).

Keywords : environmental education, youth guides, cultural tourism
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