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Abstract

This study examines the wood carving handicrafts in the
wood carving community of Nong Bueng Village, Pathumphon
District, Champasak Province, Lao People's Democratic Republic.
The objectives of the research are: (1) to investigate the historical
background of wood carving handicrafts in the Nong Bueng
community, and (2) to analyze the stylistic elements and belief
systems reflected in the wood carving works.

The study employs a qualitative research methodology,
including document analysis, fieldwork observations, and interviews.
Research tools included observation and interviews with one local
expert, two local artisans, and three entrepreneurs, supplemented
by eroup discussions. The analysis was conducted using semiotic
theory and the concept of myth to interpret the forms and beliefs
inherent in the wood carving handicrafts.

The results reveal that Nong Bueng Village was established
through the amalgamation of four villages, whose inhabitants are
connected by kinship ties. Supplementary occupations that generate
additional income for the villagers include wood and stone carving,
both of which have developed from indigenous knowledge. The

wood-carving souvenirs produced in the community can be
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categorized into three groups: human figures, animals, and objects.
These groups reflect various influences on the artisans, namely: (1)
cultural traditions and ways of life; (2) geographical and
environmental factors; and (3) local belief systems.

In the context of the wood carvings located in the Hor
Khuan (a traditional spiritual house), the artworks are classified into
two types: free-standing sculptures and bas-relief carvings. Semiotic
analysis revealed that the Hor Khuan houses a carved wooden
sculpture of the community leader, with intricate carvings adorning
all major structural elements. This reflects that Nong Bueng Village
is situated in a fertile geographical area rich in forest resources and
maintains traditional cultural practices involving spirit and deity
worship. The carved depictions of deities at the building’s corners
and scenes of local community life, analyzed through the concept
of myth, convey beliefs in ancestor worship, reverence for spirits,
attachment to the natural environment, and the continuity of a
humble, friendly, and culturally rich way of life.

Keywords: woodcarving handicrafts
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