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Abstract

This research consists purposes were 1. to study the problems and obstacles faced by inquiry officials in
gathering forensic evidence and 2. to explore guidelines for resolving these issues. This study employed a
qualitative research design. The primary research instrument was a semi-structured in-depth interview guide.
The target group, selected through purposive sampling, consisted of 7 inquiry officials currently serving at the
Mueang Phetchabun Police Station who possess direct experience in handling criminal cases that require the
utilization of forensic evidence. Data gathered from documents, literature, interviews, records, observations and
other relevant sources were analyzed using content analysis. The research findings found that 1) Key problems
and obstacles in the collection of forensic evidence by inquiry officers at Mueang Phetchabun Police Station
could be classified into four main issues 1.1) Legal limitations: Section 131/1 of the Criminal Procedure Code
imposes limitations concerning the prescribed penalty and consent requirements for the collection of forensic
evidence 1.2) Budgetary constraints The budget allocated at the police-station level for forensic operations is
limited 1.3) Personnel expertise Cases involving technically complex forensic procedures still rely heavily on
forensic science officers. In addition, inquiry officers tend to rely more on digital evidence because it is relatively
accessible and often provides clear and readily usable information 1.4) Discontinuity in the chain of custody
The chain of custody may be interrupted due to limitations in time and available space, as well as insufficient
understanding among members of the public regarding the proper handling and preservation of evidence and
2) Guidelines for addressing the problems and obstacles included the following 2.1) The Criminal Procedure
Code, Section 131/1, should be reviewed and amended to address existing limitations concerning the collection
of forensic evidence 2.2) A judicial authorization mechanism for compulsory collection of physical evidence
from a person’s body should be established, allowing inquiry officers to seek court approval for compulsory
examination or evidence collection when a suspect refuses or does not provide consent 2.3) Forensic science
budgets should be allocated directly to the inquiry divisions of individual police stations to ensure sufficient
resources for forensic evidence collection and investigation 2.4) Basic digital evidence acquisition and
preservation equipment should be provided and installed at police stations to enable inquiry officers to secure
and preserve digital evidence at the initial stage of an investigation and 2.5) Continuous joint practical workshops
should be organized every six months for relevant personnel to strengthen their knowledge, practical skills and

coordination in the collection, preservation, and management of forensic evidence.
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