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ABSTRACT 
The aims of this study were 1) to study the conversion of Tai-Nyo people beliefs in Tha 

Uthen district, NakhornPhanom, 2) to study the spiritual beliefs and culture of the community 
along the Mekong River 3) to study the role and significant of spirit believing of Tai-Nyo 
community. The research was conducted with Qualitative Method approach. 

The result of the study revealed that Tai-Nyo in Tha Uthen district, 
NakhornPhanombelieved in spirit since their ancestors. There were some changes 1) since the 
establishment of Tha Uthen in 1833, the governor gained his power and built positive relationship 
with the community by using the belief in Pheeyhaphau. 2) Since the revolution, the “Aryhasee” 
(1899) and Pheebul were not in power 3) Phra Ajarn Seethat Suvunmano’s era (1913), Buddhist 
teaching was developed to replace the spiritual beliefs. 4) Today, Pheeyhaphau is the Shrine of 
the City Pillar. 

The relationship between spiritual beliefs and community along Mekong River were 1) 
YhaPhu Jau Thong was similar to the five communities were Loung, Ban That Noi, Muang Loung 
Prabang, Old SakonNakhon, and Ban Srinakhontao communities. These communities had 
overlapping of power with Chao Huan Sam Ruksar, Pra That Pranom Pragoda 2) Pheeyhaphau 
interm of cultural landscape was originally local history of Thi-Nyo 3) Tai-Nyo believe in spirits 
since they were born. 4) The development of beliefs on spirits of Tai-Nyo significantly also related 
to the connection of other Thi-Nyo communities within the belief on the same spirits such as, 
Tha Uthen, Chaiyaburi, Hinbur, Tha Dogkaew, Talpaknum, Ban Phone, and Hau Bungthuong 
communities. Many spirits were related to the natural resources such as river and forest. 
Therefore, the community respect and protect their natural resources, which in fact a very good 
way to management the community 
 Today, spiritual beliefs of Tai-Nyo people play a virtual role for the community. Although 
there are no prove to support that the spirit have benefit people lives, Tai-Nyo people still happy 
and less anxious when they believe in the spiritual. Since this beliefs is based on morality and 
Buddhism, it creates a good citizenship and organized society. 

Keywords: Spirits Worship of The Thai-Nyo People, Relations of Beliefs , Cultural 
Ecology
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