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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to study history, beliefs, and the change in beliefs
of Modham in Isan region 2) to study the community network of Modham in Isan region, and 3)
to study roles and significant rites that have influence to Isan people. Qualitative research
technique was applied to the study.

From the research, Modham is a person who study Buddhist scripture and has ability to
expel dark spirits or black art. The change in believing in Modham were caused by (1) the anti-
rebel policy from the government in which Modhams, LoungPhur Phibul and LoungPhu Si-That,
were suspected as Isan rebel because both were the community leader (2) The Sangha Act of
1902 (3) The anti-communist policy, referring to LoungPhu Bun-Ghum, and (4) Local medicine
practitioner, referring to Pra Ajarn Ja Roun.

The community network of Modham in Isan region consists of (1) participation (2)
Modham activities and rituals (3) Modham texts (4) LoungPhu (5) relationship of members in the
network and (6) the continuity of the network in regards to local governance, economy, and
socioculture.

Roles and significant rites that have influence to the way of Isan people live (1) The role
of creating mental stability that based on morality. This will leverage positive mindset of the
people and create a good balance of life. (2) The role creating a good society by using 1)
“implant” the moral concept to people mindset, so people will aware of doing good or bad 2)
The use of Kha-Lam(taboo) and others punishments.

Key-Words : Beliefs and Rites of Modham / Social Networks
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