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ABSTRACT 
The purposes of this research were to (1) investigate autonomy level of local administration, (2) 

examine leadership of local leaders, (3) study level of citizen-centered local governance, and (4) provide 
resolutions to improve local autonomy, leadership, and citizen-centered governance. Several qualitative 
methods were applied in this paper to collect data from 30 samples as follows. In-depth interview was 
conducted with 10 experts in the local administration while focus group was used to gather the data from 
20 samples. semi-structured interviews were a key tool of collecting data in the research and data was 
analyzed using content analysis. 
 The results showed that: (1) Thelocal autonomy could be found in a certain level; for instance, 
policy formulation, some types of revenue collection, or rights and duties as defined in the constitution. 
Nevertheless, most of local administrative organizations faced limitation in raising the revenue and 
needed to rely on the government for about 70-80%.  Therefore, there were some problems with local 
budget, efficiency of local administration, ability to mobilize resources, quality of local people, and too 
much control of central government.  (2)  The local leader had broader visions due to better education,  
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experience, learning and ability to develop adaptation. Nevertheless, the vision of local leaders  
depended on resources and geosocial of each region. (3) The local governance should emphasize the 
citizen because the local administrators were selected by the local people through elections.  In contrast, 
the quality of citizen-centered governance was still fair, especially in aspects of effective local budget 
management and excellent service.  (4) The samples also provided several resolutions to improve the 
administrative structure, develop the local leaders, enhance good governance and increase local revenue. 
 Keywords : Local Autonomy, Leadership of Local Leaders, Citizen-Centered Local Governance 
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