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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the relationship among Kam Buyi Zhuang,
Thai and Guangfu Cantonese languages. The hypothesis is that Kam-Tai
and Guangfu Cantonese languages are ethnic relations due to the similarl-
ity of word pronouncing and meaning, and prove to be the cognate words.

In this research, a wordlist of 1,228 words were used to interview 4
informants of Guangfu Cantonese controlling. social factors of age, gender,
eduction, occupation and hometown. The 611 words which have similarlity of
word pronouncing and meaning were selected. Then analyzed by the conso-
nants, vowels and tones correspondence. Based on the analysis, the patterns
of sound correspondence of these items and their relations were determined.

The results showed that 611 words are similarity of word pronounc-
ing and meaning. They are 400 cognate words that can be divided into
2 graps of 250 true cognate words and 150 suspicious cognate words.
They also found that the most cognat words are verb and then noun and
adverb secondary.

In conclusions, the results therefore, justifies the hypothesis that
is Kam-Tai and Guangfu Cantonese may be cognate relations due to the

similarity of word pronouncing and meaning.

Keywords: Kam-Tai Language, Guangfu Yue, Cognate Words
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