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ABSTRACT

A study of village names in Chaiyaphum Province aims to inves-
tigate the features and the distinguishing of general names of villages
based on meanings comparing the results from the study of the general
names of villages in the article “History of Countryside Village Name in
Chaiyaphum Province”. The data were collected from the 1,557 village
names in Chaiyaphum Province.

The findings of the research reveal that general names of villages
in Chaiyaphum Province based on the meanings were distinguished into
the names indicating particular geographic characteristic (1,095 names
or 70.33%), the names without particular geographic characteristic (426
names or 27.36%), and the names which cannot be categorized (36 names
or 2.31%).

The findings reflect that the general areas of Chaiyaphum Province
are plains with water resources. These features of the areas were sui-
table for settlers. These features also became the names of villages. The
research results also indicates that Chaiyaphum people usually chose to
settle down on the highland, or upland to stay away from flood. Adition-
ally, the findings indicate that people usually settled down around jungles
where they could find food easily from hunting local animals.

The findings show that existance of the main components of vil-
lage names based on meanings both from a study of village names in
Chaiyaphum Province and in the article of history of countryside village
names in Chaiyaphum Province are consistent. The village names in
Chaiyaphum Province which followed the names of water resources were

found the most, followed by the names which mean highland.
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The differences between the findings from the study of the vil-
lage names and the names from the article “History of Contryside village
names in Chaiyaphum Province” may be due to the fact that the study of
the village names in Chaiyaphum Province was based on three classified
groups : names which mean particular geographic charateristic; names
which do not mean particular geographic charateristic; and names which
cannot be classified. Meanwhile, the names of the villages in Chaiyaphum
Province in the article were classified into eleven groups, based on the
frequency of meanings found, and one more ‘other group’ of the names

which were hardly found.

Keywords: Village Names, Chaiyaphum Province, the Features and the

Distinguishing of General Nouns of Village Names
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