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ABSTRACT

The current study aimed to study origin and patterns of lexical uses of “Kamrateng An” which is a
set of words appearing in inscription of Khmer culture in pre-Angkor and Angkor era (Between 657-1257).

The result of the study found that “Kamrateng An” which could be defined as “One’s Autobiography”
appeared in ancient Khmer inscription from 657. The first worlds to be appeared in the inscriptions were
“Kamratang An”, “Kamratan An”, Komratang An” which were changed later on 857 to 1257 to be “Kamrateng
An”, Komrateng An”, and “Kamraten An”. In the post Angkor era, these words were still used, however; patterns
and meaning were changed. Various patterns were found including “Khom Dang” found in Khmer document
in post Angkor era and “Khumrue Dang” found in government document of Ayuthaya. The later was used only
for describing lower officers’ titles.

In terms of uses, it was found that between 657-1257, the vocabulary of “Kamrateng An” were used
in people and gods title to signify respect. Later in the mid-14" century, the vocabulary was derogated and

used only for describing titles of lower officers.
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