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Process knowledge transfer of Kaen Making Family :

A Cast Study of Sikaeo Village Tambon Sikaeo Muang District Roi-et Province
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Abstract

The study of knowledge transfer in Kaen making families case studied in Sikaeo Village Tambon Sikaeo,
Muang District, Roi-et Province could be one of methods used to conserve local wisdoms in the area. The
current study was conducted to investigate two main issues which were 1) materials, tools, and manufacturing
processes used in the produce of kaen, a North-eastern Thailand traditional music instrument and 2) process-
es in knowledge transfer of the instrument in Sikaeo Village, Tambon Sikaeo, Muang District, Roi-et Province.

The data were collected by using document analysis, observation, and in-depth interview. The data were
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analyzed by the qualitative approach and gathered from October 2015 to January 2017. The results of the
study showed that the materials used in the manufacture of Kean included bamboo, pradu’s root
(Pterocarpusmacrocarpus), Trigona germ, slim brass plate, dividing latch, Ya Nang (Tiliacoratriandra) vine, and
lime. Moreover, tools used in the manufacturing processes included knives, hole punchers, chisels, gouges,
v-gouges, hammers, anvils, scissors, bending tools, rasps, saws, and sharpening stones. In terms of processes
of manufacturing, the processes included preparation of kean pipes, production of kaen tongue, the tongue
set up, production of the blowing part, pipes and blowing part set up, pipe tiding, and melodic hole putting.
In detail, a kean could produce seven sounds including F#, G# , A, B, C#, D, and E respectively in F# natural
minor Scale.

In terms of knowledge transfer processes of Kaen making family, it was found that oral instruction,
demonstration, multimedia, listening and practice, and memory focused instruction were used as the main
principles in knowledge transfer.

In the present situation, kaen makers in the area, unfortunately, could not rely on kaen production
as the main occupation as they could not develop the products to reach marketing needs and the market of
kaen is considered too narrow. The production, therefore; depends on individual orders. However, kean mak-
er, especially skilled one, remains an important career in the society since Moh-lum is still demanded as the
popular entertaining performance in Isan area. Consequently, kaen makers could still have their place in the

society.

KEYWORDS : Kaen, knowledge transfer, Sikaeo Village, Roi-Ed province
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