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WebQuest: Inquiry-based Learning through the World Wide Web

in Social Studies
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Abstract
A wealth of social studies knowledge is presented on various websites,

encompassing a diverse range of content, including facts, opinions, and concepts. Social
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studies teachers can leverage this online content for teaching and learning as a source of

information for assigned tasks using an inquiry-based process through WebQuests.
This approach is grounded in the principles of inquiry-based learning, participatory learning,
backward design, and constructivism. This process involves four steps: 1) formulating
guestions and planning the inquiry, 2) designing a mission or task that requires the application
of concepts and tools, 3) evaluating information sources and utilizing evidence, and
4) communicating conclusions. However, teachers have their alternatives to either adopt
existing WebQuests or create their own by incorporating the following components: basic
information about the WebQuest, an introduction, the assigned mission or task, procedures,
information sources, evaluation criteria, and a conclusion. Through this approach, inquiry-
based learning via WebQuests offers social studies teachers an alternative pedagogical
approach that encourages learners to interact with the online environment and construct

knowledge independently through structured inquiry.

Keywords: Inquiry-Based Learning, WebQuest, Teaching Social Studies
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