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The Recognition of Marital Status of Diverse Sexual
Identity Persons
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Abstract

Adhering to applying Physiology and Anatomy as a rule to define human’s body is the reason why
Thai laws recognize only two gender identities, which are male and female. A person is recognized to be a
man or a woman by his or her inborn sex and will always be recognized as such throughout their life which
lead to legally marital status under Thai law that is limited only the marriage between one man as a husband
and one woman as a wife.

Nowadays, it is acceptable that there is a diversity of sexual orientation in our society; however, this
group of people is not allowed to marry their same-sex couples lawfully under Thai marriage law. As a
result, they have to lose many marital rights which are allowed for different-sex couples. This situation has
raised a point to consider, whether Thai marriage law which refuse the recognition of same-sex marital status
seems to be against the fundamental provision regarding to the protection of freedoms and equality of
human without distinction of sex as set forth in Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.2550. Therefore, in order to eliminate people’s problem of living in their own
sexual orientation, this may be the appropriate time for Thai marriage law to consider about legal marriage

without distinction of sex.
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