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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the contents of Thai culture taught in seven universities in Nanning
City, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China. The research methodologies
include Michael Byram’s theory of assessment and measurement of intercultural communicative competence,
and the documentary research approach. Research findings are reported using descriptive analysis. The nine
courses whose contents partly or in their entirety include the Thai culture are : Overview of Thailand, Thai
Language and Culture, Thai Proverbs, Thai Literature, Thai-Chinese Comparative Cultures, Thai Society and
Culture, Thai Folklore, Foundation Thai, and Thai Reading. Based on Byram’s theory, the research analyses
found three positive aspects of the courses’ content as follows : 1) covering various topics; 2) being related
to the daily life of students; and 3) presenting content comparative to the Chinese culture. However, two
negative aspects were also found as follows : 1) unbalanced distribution of focus on cultural types; and
2) inadequate content regarding cross-cultural communication. In order for lecturers to teach and use
textbooks in the classrooms effectively, recommendations are provided in terms of ideas, teaching methods,
and extracurricular activities. In addition, two recommendations for improving teaching material include

content selection and structure, and adding content related to cross-cultural communication.

Keywords : Learning and teaching, Content related to Thai culture, Universities in Nanning City,

Theory of Michael Byram
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5.5 ndA1dn3 (National geography)
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