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Abstract

This research aims to explore how the Life Improvement and Grassroots
Economic Development Program, which was operated by the Thai Niyom
Yung Yuen Program with a funding of 200,000 baht per village/community,
has impacted local government service delivery in Khon Kaen District. The
interview data were collected from 20 key informants consisting of one
district administrator, four local administrators, and fifteen local leaders
and citizens in four sub-district municipalities in Muang District, Khon Kaen
Province. The study found that the Life Improvement and Grassroots
Economic Development Program duplicated some of the regular tasks
normally conducted by municipalities. In addition, the program needed
some technical supports from municipal staffs but buildings and
infrastructures built by this program were not registered as the assets of
municipalities. This created a problematic issue that the municipalities
were not allowed to allocate budget for making maintenance. Citizen
participation and responsiveness in this program were similar to the regular
infrastructure programs operated by municipalities. Hence, the program
did not affect image and credential of the municipalities. According to the
findings, the central government should collaborate with local
governments for program implementation in order to reduce tasks and
budgets duplication.

Keywords: Public Service; Thai Niyom Yung Yuen Program; Local

Government
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