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Abstract

This research aims to study the situations regarding 1) the
elderly’ s access to knowledge and information, 2) their needs of
knowledge and information for lifelong leaming, 3) perceptions of
community leaders and personnel in terms of ways to help the elderly to
access to knowledge and information or lifelong learning, and 4) propose
guidelines to establish community learning center for the elderly’s lifelong
learning.  This study was qualitative research. There were three groups
including the elderly, the community leaders, and the personnel or
experts. Purposive sampling was employed from four communities. The
results reveal that firstly, the elderly mostly receive the healthcare
promotion knowledge; yet, they had difficulties accessing the Internet.
They received news every day when their children returned home.
Secondly, the elderly would like to receive general knowledge and
information from main media whereas specific information should be
communicated via experts, broadcasting tower, and close people. Thirdly,
among 4 communities, Choeng Doi Sub-district, Doi Saket District, Chiang
Mai province had the best way to promote knowledge and information for
the elderly. Lastly, to establish community learning center for the elderly
required the engagement of at least three parties including the elderly
club, local district administration, and supportive unit, which were key

success factors.

Key words: Community Learning Center, Lifelong Learning, the Elderly
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