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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to investigate the formation
by Local Administrative Organizations of the northeastern provinces of
Thailand of development policy for quality of life of the elderly 2) to
study the implementation of policies to improve the quality of life of
the elderly 3) to study the results of the policies for elderly quality of
life that were carried out by Local Administrative Organizations and 4)
to study the effects of the development policy. The areas of research
were the Local Administrative Organizations in the provinces of Nakhon
Ratchasima, Chaiyaphum and Buriram. Data was collected by qualitative
approach and supplemented by quantitative methods. The qualitative
research into Local Administrative Organizations managing resources for
the elderly was conducted by 1) in-depth interviews with 55 people
directly related to development of policies for elderly quality of life, 2)
study of documents and related theories and 3) non-participant
observation. Qualitative data were analyzed by using inductive analysis,
data analysis and presentation of content based on the phenomenon.
The quantitative research methods, collected data from the sample of
686 persons, they were the Local Administrative Organizations
presidents by using Yamane’s formula. The margin of error was +/- 0.05

under the confidence interval for a total of 252 samples. Quantitative
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data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics. The results were as
follows: Firstly, an analysis of the issues related to formation of
development policies for elderly quality of life and the priority these
issues received in the policy agenda of Local Administrative Organiza-
tions found that these issues were based on the current political
power, the current problems facing the elderly and the policy window
based on models of Kingdon. Secondly, it was found that the success
of the development policy for elderly quality of life was affected by
the following factors, in order of importance: 1) leadership 2) policy
resources 3) management 4) the needs of the elderly and 5)
cooperation with the relevant authorities. Thirdly, it was found that the
positive impact of development policy for elderly quality of life was
improvement of quality of life through physical health, mental and
emotional health and income. The negative impact were in budget
constraints, lack of knowledge and understanding of elderly people in
Local Administrative Organizations, and a limited personnel was able to
care for the elderly community. Finally, it was found that Local
Administrative Organizations have succeeded in adopting policies that
perform at a moderate level for development of elderly quality of life.
The policies should be revised to include aspects of the budget,
management of personnel, preparation and integration of the database,

and provision of effective networks of cooperation.

Key Word: Development for Quality of Life of the Elderly, Elderly

Society, Elderly, Local Administrative Organization
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