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Abstract

This research aimed to study the social welfare needs of the
elderly in the area of Dong Phayung Sub-District Administrative
Organization, Don Chan district, Kalasin province and to investigate
guidelines for developing the social welfare management for the
elderly in the area of Dong Phayung Sub-District Administrative
Organization, Don Chan district, Kalasin province. The population was
491 elderly people receiving the elderly allowance service from Dong
Phayung Sub-District Administrative Organization, Don Chan district,
Kalasin province. The samples were 216 elderly people, both males
and females, aged 60 up, receiving the elderly allowance service, and
living in the area of Dong Phayung Sub-District Administrative
Organization, Don Chan district, Kalasin province. The instrument was a
five-point rating scale questionnaire with reliability value of .82. The
questionnaire contained open-ended questions asking about
suggestions. Statistics consisted of frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation.

The results of this research revealed the following:

1. Regarding general information of 216 respondents, it was found
that most respondents were females (53%) and 63 years old (47%). The
rest was 62 and 64 (40%). All respondents possessed primary education
level (100%) and got married (100%). Most of them were farmers
(91.20%) and they had average incomes (from the elderly allowance,

children/grandchildren, and careers) about 2,001-3,000 baht (91.20%).
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2. Overall, the social welfare needs of the elderly in the area of
Dong Phayung Sub-District Administrative Organization were at the high
level. When considering each section of needs, it was found that the
section which had the highest average was to solve poverty and
disadvantage problem (X = 4.14). The sections that had the second
highest average consisted of recreation (X = 4.08), health (X = 3.80),
security (X = 3.72), accommodation (X = 3.47), and education (X =
3.48) respectively.

3. Guidelines for developing the social welfare management for
the elderly in the area of Dong Phayung Sub-District Administrative
Organization, were as follows:

3.1 In the health section, the elderly recommended that the
officials should be sent to provide Thai traditional medical service to
the elderly (32%) and the elderly should be educated on health care
on a continual basis (27%).

3.2 In the education section, the elderly recommended that
the elderly should be educated on the essential information (52%) and
they should be provided an appropriate place as learning source (31%).

3.3 In the recreation section, the elderly recommended that
the activities appropriate for the elderly—such as religious activities and
visiting attractions—should be organized (41%). The public place in the
community should be developed as an appropriate place for exercises
of the elderly (32%) and there should be officials giving advices on the
right exercises for the elderly (27%).
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3.4 In the accommodation section, the elderly recommended
that the project on loan for the elderly to improve the accommodation
(67%) and the family members and elderly should be promoted and
educated to improve the accommodation in order to prepare for the

elderly (33%).

Key Word: social welfare, the elderly, Dong Phayung Sub-District
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