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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the formation of
branches of Thai political parties under the Constitution of the Kingdom
of Thailand B.E. 2550; 2) the roles of those branches; 3) related
problems and obstacles; and 4) recommendations to overcome those
problems.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research
and interviews with 34 key informants, selected through purposive
sampling, consisting of 28 people who were members or executive
committee members of 16 branches of 4 political parties (Democrat,
Bhumjaithai, For Heaven and Earth, and Matubhum) and 6 people who
were officials of the Office of the Election Commission of Thailand or
provincial election committees. Data were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that: 1) Most of the branches of political
parties were established properly according to the conditions set in the
law so that they could undertake political activities, especially election-
related activities. 2) The branches performed several roles, but the
branch of the Matubhum Party was only active in its role on the day of
the party’s national referendum. 3) The main problems with the
formation of party branches were a lack of funding and a shortage of
members. The main obstacles to their political roles were insufficient
funding for their operations, lack of support from the party, and some
of the Election Commission of Thailand rules and regulations that do

not support the branches’ activities. 4) Recommendations for solving
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these problems are to have the political parties provide enough funding
and personnel for all their branches and to have the government and
the Election Commission of Thailand revise the relevant laws and rules
to facilitate the political role of party branches, enabling party
members, citizens to voluntarily participate more fully and freely in

political activities.

Key Word: Political role, Political party branch, Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550
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