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ABSTRACT

This paper examines extra-budgetary exploitation of the Office of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (Office of NBCT), a state agency in accordance
with the section 60 paragraph three of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560
(2017). The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBCT) is authorized to
approve its own budgets according to section 27 (20) of the Act on Organization to Assign Radio
Frequency and to Regulate the Broadcasting and Telecommunications Service, B.E. 2553 (2010),
and the amended Act. Such provision allows the said office to exploit extra-budgets. In this
connection, it is irrelevant to the concept of fiscal discipline, which aims at budgetary exploitation
of state agencies relevant to the Constitution through budgetary processes approved by the
National Assembly. This study conducted a comparison with the Office of Communication
(OFCOM), an organization responsible for controlling telecommunications affairs in the United
Kingdom, and also overseeing them for well-managed budgets. Further, the study investigated the
independence of the Office of NBCT, as well as the meanings of state budgets and extra-budgets
in order to apply in the context of the Office of NBCT as an independent organ. Under this
circumstance, the study also focused on the ways that the Office of NBCT still gains any
capabilities of budgetary management under good fiscal discipline, and secures its independence
not to affect its own operations. The author is, thus, of opinion that some provisions related to the
office’s budgetary management should be amended in order to conform to good fiscal discipline

and other state budget-oriented laws.

Keywords
Fiscal discipline, extra-budgetary, Office of the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission (Office of NBTC), independent organs
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