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LEGAL STATUS OF SIN-SOD (BRIDE PRICE) IN THAI LAW
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ABSTRACT

Once the law accepts a concept regarding the provision of Sin-Sod and
provides it in the Civil and Commercial Code Book 5Family, therefore, it is
considered as an admission of the custom and heritage. The giving of Sin-Sod
therefore becomes a usual tradition that most Thai people take into practice
until the present time. The purpose of giving Sin-Sod tradition is to reward the
parents for growing up the woman until she gets married with the man.
Alternatively it can be called “Kha Sin Hua Bua Nang” or “Kha Nam Nom Khao
Pon” (Compensation for betrothal) given to the parents of the woman. However,
the offering of Sin-Sod is considered as the property given by the man to the
parents, adopters or guardians of the woman, as the case may be, in return of
the woman agreeing to marry. It can be noted that the provisions of law are
different from the concept of giving the Sin-Sod in ancient times. Sin-Sod
agreement is a contract of particular nature which is not a reciprocal contract, in
nature of specific contract, and it is not an agreement of gift which is a non-
reciprocal contract. Sin-Sod agreement has purpose of transferring property with
a view to remuneration the bride’s parents for having her daughter getting
married. However, It does not impose any obligation on the contracting party
who receives the gift. Therefore, the Sin-Sod agreement is a contract which the
law specifically provides in Section 1437 and it’s specific consequence is already

provided.
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