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STATE NEUTRALITY AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION
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ABSTRACT

When considering the state neutrality and freedom of religion and
belief in Thailand, it was found that even there are none provision in the
Constitution of Thailand define Buddhism as a national religion but there
are some provisions reflect that the state of Thailand does not have the
principle of state neutrality by expressing the state’s special promotion
and support of Buddhism. Therefore, it is necessary to guarantee freedom
of religion and belief for the citizen by the Constitution since it is

essential for coexistence in liberal democracy state.
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' “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...”
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? Darius von Guttner, “The French Revolution and Europe - Its Echoes, Its

Influence, Its Impact,” 51 Agora 34, 34-39 (Jan 2016).

> Jennifer Selby, Questioning French Secularism: Gender Politics and

Islam in a Parisian Suburb, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), pp. 80-81.

* “La France est une République indivisible, laique, démocratique et
sociale. Elle assure U'égalité devant la loi de tous les citoyens sans distinction
d’origine, de race ou de religion. Elle respecte toutes les croyances...”

® “Nul ne doit étre inquiété pour ses opinions, méme religieuses,

pourvu que leur manifestation ne trouble pas U'ordre public établi par la loi.”
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