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ABSTRACT

Thai laws had long-provided general principles of wrongful death
compensation in civil and commercial code, however, without detailed
formulas or guideline on how to specifically calculate the compensation
sum and left the burden as discretion of the court. The court, without
any reliable methodological approach, tend to tune down range of
compensation sum filed by relatives of the deceased, leading to the
current situation where most wrongful death actions only permitted sub
optimal compensation. Given that tune down trend, the rational
wrongdoers now have zero incentive to save life of the victims. On the
other hand, the relatives also have lowered incentive to bring wrongful
actions against the wrongdoers because the compensation given might

not even cover litigation cost.
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! Hurd, Michael D. and Wise, David. 1989. The Welth and Poverty of
Widows : Assets Before and After the Husband’s Death. in David Wise, Editor :
177-199. The Economics of Aging.Chicago : University of Chicago Press.
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