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ABSTRACT

An inquiry is an essential step of criminal justice process which aims to conduct fact-finding for

prevention and suppression of crime. According to the state prosecution principles, the related state
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agendes shall unitedly collaborate in aiminal action and suppression. According to the study on Thailand’s
background of the criminal inquiry, the finding of Thailand’s criminal inquiry system indicated that
there was still lack of unity and lack of proper checks and balance between
the related agencies, resulting in several faults in collection of evidence in inquiry stage.
Therefore, this article aims to study the problems of lack of unity and checks and balances in
Thailand’s criminal inquiry, in order to analyze a problemrsolving guideline according to the related laws
through a comparative study on the criminal inquiry system of France, Germany, England, and United
States of America. According to the analysis, Thailand should amend the laws relating to the
processes in inquiry stage to conform with the principle of inquiry and prosecution, to be
the same process. This artide also aims to develop the inquiry system to ensure that the related govemment
agendes shall collaborate in fact-finding pursuant to the principle of international inquiry. An inquiry
official shall have an authority on an inquiry and a public prosecutor shall play a role in supervision
the inquiry or can participate in inquiry to efficiently collect the evidence
for the proper checks and balances on exercising the inquiry power, and as a security of fairness and

protection of liberty and rights of people, bringing about to the reliance on the process of judgement.
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® Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors. Article 11. “Prosecutors shall perform an active role in
criminal proceedings, including institution of prosecution and, where authorized by law or consistent with
local practice, in the investigation of crime, supervision over the legality of these investigations, supervision of
the execution of court decisions and the exercise of other functions as representatives of the public
interest”

? Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors. Article 12. “Prosecutors shall, in accordance with the law,
perform their duties fairly, consistently and expeditiously, and respect and protect human dignity and uphold
human rights, thus contributing to ensuring due process and the smooth  functioning of the criminal justice
system”
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