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ABSTRACT

This article studies on the problems in enforcement of state jurisdiction in international law over
offences occurring in cyberspace. As the cyberspace territory does not exist with a precise physical
aspect or location, offences committed are therefore connected to nations worldwide, rendering these
acts as international and enforcement of state jurisdiction over them in accordance with international
law principles. However, concepts of enforcing state jurisdiction are currently tied to physical terrains,
causing problems when states claim overlapping jurisdiction over offences committed on cyberspace.
For these reasons, the enforcement of state jurisdiction was examined in accordance with international
law principles to analyze different issues when enforcing jurisdiction over offences committed in
cyberspace, especially cyberterrorism, as cyberthreats against international stability and security. Results
are that using the principle of protective jurisdiction over cyberterrorism most appropriately reduces the
number of states that can exert jurisdiction over the offences committed on cyberspace. These findings
suggest that cyberterrorism should be clearly defined in domestic legislation to support efficient

enforcement by state jurisdiction over such offences.
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