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ABSTRACT

This article studied international humanitarian law and legal protection for civilian life and
safety during armed conflict in the southern border provinces examined law enforcement and the
international humanitarian law framework derived from the four Geneva Conventions of 1949. The
goal was to examine international humanitarian legal implications and protection of civilian lives and
well-being for those living in southern border province areas of armed conflict, as well as how these
groups were protected by international humanitarian law, particularly in terms of rights to life and
safety. Results were that Thailand's responsibility to protect rights to life and well-being in southern
border province conflict areas was influenced by its status as party to the 1949 Geneva Conventions.
This also clarified interpretation of southern border province disputes as armed conflicts by
considering criteria established by humanitarian law. Interpreting conflict areas was key to
understanding reasons and implications in applying international humanitarian law. Therefore,
provisions detailing protection of civilian rights to life and safety were analyzed for those unengaged
in armed conflict. In addition, the enforcement process for different provisions enacted to apply to
conflict situations was also described in detail for comprehension of enforcement in conflict
situations. This analysis was essential for a primary objective, to provide understanding of instruments
usable in protecting civilians rights to life and safety during armed conflicts, particularly in southem

border provinces, not limited to internal laws applying exclusively to current contexts. Also
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necessarily considered were international laws to which Thailand is a party to continuously protect

the best interests of area civilians.
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