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Abstract

The article aimed to analyze strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of
tourism business and guides in Ubon Ratchathani province and to study the guidelines to
develop the potential in tourism business and of guides in the AEAN context. An in-depth
interview was employed in the research. The Samples were selected by Purposive
Samplingmethod. Data were collected from the experts on tourism.

The study found that entrepreneurs of tourism business and guides had potential
and were well-equipped for the ASEAN Economic Community. The entrepreneurs and tour
guides were knowledgeable in society, culture, rules and regulations of neighboring countries
especially Laos and Cambodia. Ubon Ratchathani province boasted many popular tourist
attractions. In addition, the transportation system was convenient. Tourists could travel from
place to place all year round. As regards the weakness, it was found that some of the
entrepreneurs and tour guides were not legally registered. Politics and factions in the
organizations led to the problems in getting access to resources. The guidelines were as
follows: the state sectors should provide more support, especially for the new
entrepreneurs. Cooperation between the agencies and organizations was essential to ensure

the sustainable tourism.

Keywords: ASEAN Economic Community, Entrepreneurs of Tourism Business and Guides,
Ubon Ratchathani
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