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Abstract

The objective of this research were: 1) to study of head ornaments of Apsaras that
found on the carved-stone images in the Khmer sanctuaries of Thailand and Cambodia,
2)to invent and develop a head ornament of Apsara for performing. The carved-stone
images of Apsaras found at Prasat Sikhoraphum in Sikhoraphum district, Surin province,
Thailand, and at Angor Wat in Cambodia were selected for this study. Research and
development used qualitative data collection techniques and presented by descriptive
analysis analytical technique. The study found that Apsaras wearing head ornaments on
the pillars closed to the wall of the Principal Tower’s entry gate at Prasat Sikhoraphum.
According to the patterns and styles of the head ornaments fond at Prasat Sikhoraphum,
the lower part of it is like a headdress adorned with beautiful and delicate motifs. Up from
the lower part is “Dok Chart Phra-In” turning into four directions. The top of head
ornament is like a triangle adorned with a beautiful-carving pattern and a leaf-motif that
makes it looks beautiful and fluttering. However, those decorated patterns have an
indefinite meaning. On the other hand, the study showed that there are 1,800 of Apsaras’
carved-stone images found at Angor Wat in Cambodia. Interestingly, most of them are
different in characteristics of costumes and styles of head ornaments. The principal
concept for a invention of Apsara’s head ornaments is for a beautiful to wear in the
performing. However, when it is considering more deeply, the pattern of “Dok Chat Phra-
In” might mean to make the worship to Indra (Phra-In) — the holy deity of Khmer people.
Further, the multi-tiered umbrella or “Chat” found on the head ornament also means to
the regalia that used for hanging, stabbing down, setting up, or presenting the prestige in a
parade. “Chat” looks similarly to a multi-level umbrella and it is considered as a sacred
thing. “Chat” is taken to compare with the heaven where the heaven is meant to center
of the universe. chat is used in the ceremony to worship the gods, too. The principal
concept for a invention of Apsara’s head ornaments is for a beautiful to wear in the
performing.Patterns of the invented head ornaments are very beautiful and attractive.
According to styles of the invented head ornaments, they are decorated with new,
creative, and beautiful patterns that are very attractive for those who have seen.
It invented from durable materials that could be found easily such as a gasket. Further, the
invented head ornament is an imitation of the traditional head ornaments found at the
Khmer sanctuaries. It represents the outstanding identities of the Khmer ethnic people.
The invented head ornaments are classified into two types,the head ornament for a
protagonist and the head ornament for a sub-protagonist. Each type of the head ornament
is produced basing on the philosophical concept of Apsara’s head ornaments found on

the carved-stone images in the Khmer sanctuaries.
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