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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the language strategies and representation of violence
against the elderly which appeared in the Thai newspapers; Thairath and Khaosod from 2015 to
2016. The results revealed that the semantic strategies in representation against the elderly which
appeared in the Thai newspapers was harsh expressions to address both the elderly men and
women. Based on the characteristics of the expressions which had been found, it was revealed
that criticism and insult to the elderly appeared in the elderly men more than those in the elderly
women. Harsh expressions to address the elderly appeared in the forms of both a single word and
a compound word such as  ‘old man’, ‘the disabled’, ‘old woman’, ‘aged woman’, ‘jealous old
man with rage’, ‘crippled grandma’, etc. These examples indicated senility and made the elderly
hurt. Words or phrases manifesting physical and psychological violence against the elderly men
and women had been found. They had been demonstrated through both verbal and nonverbal
strategies and appeared in the elderly men more than those in the elderly women. Words or
phrases which indicated physical violence included ‘being deadly hit by a car’, ‘being hit by a
collapsed concrete bridge’, ‘being crushed to death’, ‘being collided with the steering wheel and
trapped’, etc. Meanwhile, those which indicated psychological violence were used in notifying the
police and prosecuting. For example, the criminal had stolen all the chickens from the elderly’s
coop. There were six types of representations of violence against the elderly which appeared in
the Thai newspapers; 1) physical abuse with weapons and without weapons which could lead to
death and injury, 2) psychological abuse which made the elderly hurt such as being arrested, feeling
nervous due to losing property or precious things, family members being hurt, etc., 3) material
abuse or financial abuse which related to property and money being possessed by others without
permission or being defrauded, 4) violation right which related to actions against the wants of the
elderly such as being put to jail, being stripped, one’s house-wall being demolished, etc., 5) self-
abuse which related to stress due to chronic disease, hopelessness, feeling of being unloved,
committing suicide, etc., and 6) neglect which appeared in two aspects; intentional neglect called

“active neglect” and unintentional neglect called “passive neglect.”

Keywords: Violence, The elderly, Newspaper news
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