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Abstract

This article aims to study Malayu drum performing method of Kru Niwed Ruwicha.
The study employs document analysis, observation, and interviews three groups of
participants using purposive sampling; 1) Kru Niwed Ruwicha (key informant), 2) experts in
rhythmic instruments and drums of Mahorasop Department (Fine Arts Department at
present), and 3) students of Kru Niwed Ruwicha. The content analysis is used for data analysis
and themes summarize and then test the validity with triangulation. The result shows that
Kru Niwed Ruwicha’s Malayu drum performing method includes; 1) personality: sitting
position, a performer of male Malayu drum sits with right knee up, while a performer of
female Malayu drum sits on the haunches, holding drumstick, both types of Malayu drums
have similar holding pattern, 2) performing method: beating, one beating of male Malayu
drum consists of five steps, while there are four steps of female Malayu drum, wrist flipping,
this occurs only in female Malayu drum by moving index finger to stop drum’s vibration in
order to create “trit” sound, drum rolling, this happen only in male Malayu drum which
consists of two patterns (doubling rhythm in one beat and speed up rolling), and stick
controlling, male Malayu drum consists of five sound production principles and two sound
controlling principles, while female Malayu drum consists of three sound production

principles and two sound controlling principles.

Keywords: Performing method, Malayu drums, Kru Niwed Ruwicha, Thai drums, Krom
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