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Abstract
This article aimed to study the relationship of desirable characteristics of grade 4 - 6
students and language strategies that appeared in external reading books at the primary
education level according to the announcement of the Ministry of Education. Data were
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collected from 5 books of external reading by using the research method based on the
Fairclough's conceptual analysis of language relations. The results showed that: 1) external
reading books presented three desirable characteristics of grade 4-6 students: (1) desirable
traits related to students’ character, (2) desirable traits that children should treat others, and
(3) desirable characteristics that children should conduct themselves towards the institution;
2) the external reading books used three strategies to convey desirable traits: (1) word-level

language strategies, (2) sentence-level language strategies, and (3) metaphors.

Keywords: Desirable Characteristics, External Reading Book
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