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Abstract
The research aimed to study economic and social features, general information,
participation levels, and the factors that affected the public’s participation in conservation
of the forest resources in the buffer zone of Thai Prachan National Park in Ratchaburi
province. To gather data, questionnaires were administered on the local residents from 368

households. Statistics used were t-test and F-test.
The study found that a majority of the samples were males, their age averaged
40.25 years, their education was a primary level. Their main occupation was an agricultural
one. Their settlement duration was 25.58 years. Their knowledge concerning the participation
and conservation of the forest resources was at a high level. The public’s participation in
the forest resource conservation effort was moderate, averaging 2.64. The factors that
affected the locals’ participation in the conservation effort were educational levels,
familiarity with state officials, experience and knowledge related to forest resource

conservation.

Keywords: Participation, Forest Resource Conservation, Buffer zone, Thai Prachan National
Park.
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