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Abstract
This research was a qualitative work aimed at examining the language strategies
and ideology in Chinese slogans about the elderly people. At present, the issues
surrounding the elderly are of great significance worldwide. China is one of countries facing
the aging society and has taken action with numerous related policies. Various discourses

have been used with the purposes to carry out the national policies. This paper aimed to
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investigate the language strategies and ideology reflected in the Chinese slogans related to
the elderly. One hundred slogans were gathered from websites featuring Chinese slogans.
A discourse analysis was used as a framework. It was found that the ideology related to the
elderly produced a discourse reflecting five sets of ideas: 1) The elderly deserve gratitude,
love, respect, and assistance. 2) The elderly are “us” in the future. 3) If the elderly are
happy, families and society will also be happy. 4) The elderly are valuable individuals in
society. 5) Families, members of society, workplaces, and the state are responsible for the
elderly. The language strategies found in the slogans included word choices and use of
antonyms, terms of address, double comparatives structure, parallel structure, orders and

requests, negatives, homophones, metaphors, word repetition, rhetorical questions, and

poetry.
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