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Abstract
This study purposively explored the storytelling techniques to present the characters
in a historical novel entitled “Burbha” that were divided into 2 types: 1) the characters really
existing in the history, and 2) the author’s designed characters. The outcome highlighted 3

different techniques including: 1) Direct Characterization, 2) Implicit Characterization, and 3)
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Character’s Naming. Significantly, most of the historical characters and the author’s designed
character were characterized in a direct manner that was mainly described through the views
of other characters and of the author. Additionally, the author’s designed characters were
often found to be described implicitly due to their multidimensionality. As previously
mentioned, the direct characterization was more frequently used in describing the author’s
designed characters since the novel was based on the historical incident so that all detail
should be realistic to authentically engage the reader into the story. Another reason was to

avoid any possible conflict over the appearance and roles of the characters.

Keywords: Characterization Technique, Historical Novel
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