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Abstract

The article aimed to analyze a creation of the concept of the musical play Tonruk
and to formulate the style of the play in question. Data were obtained from academic
documents, an interview of experts, studying and viewing of the videos on the musical plays
from 1953-1994. All acquired data were then analyzed and synthesized to formulate the
concept of the musical play. The study found that 1) the musical play by Rapeeporn was
aimed to portray life and love of the young with different status, to present the ideas of
conserving the folk performance to give the audiences the aesthetic sense and to introduce
the technology to design scenes based on the play being performed. 2) The styles of the
play performance in Tonruk had main features of ‘sing, play, dance, and a special type of
dance called Rabum’. The term, ‘sing’ described the action accompanied by singing, and
talking in an alternate manner. ‘Play’ referred to the dramatic action. ‘Dance’ meant folk
dance, single dance, dance in pair. ‘Rabum’ meant the use of Thai dramatic dance and
contemporary dance performed by two dancers, or a group of actors.

The performance or action was divided into three scenes. Scene one: Tone Tung
embodied the background of the charactors who were closely tied to the folk dance,
Rumtone. Scene two: Tone Krung elaborated the journey to the city thanks to one’s

occupation. Scene three: Tone Ruk explained a decision for what one loved.

Keywords: Musical Play, Love Tone, Creation of Concepts
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