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Abstract

The 20™ APEC Meeting was the first occasion Thailand had the occasion to hold
the ministerial meeting on tourism aimed to restore the deteriorating resources, to balance
the number of tourists, the quality of tourism sources and supporting the locals to equally
benefit from the operation.

The meetings were held with a low-carbon approach under the concept of
‘Regenerative Tourism’, which focuses on reviving and finding a balance for tourism
businesses, communities, and natural resources. The concept emphasizes a recovery of
environments, balancing tourist numbers, prioritizing on providing service quality over the
number of tourists, and encouraging local people to equitably participate in and benefit
from inclusive tourism.

This article presents the concept of sustainable tourism of ASEAN in the current era
through the 29" APEC. It was found that 7 ASEAN members integrate strategic pathway
towards tourism development in 2 levels. The first one is policy commitment. According
to the 11" APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting and the 60™ APEC Tourism Working Group
Meeting in the APEC forum, the target is to move forward the future of tourism industry
through a sustainable development agenda. For the second one, regional/local
commitment, the APEC Tourism Ministers place emphasis on the importance of tourism
cooperation and collaboration with ASEAN regional integrations.

Furthermore, the concept of BCG Model, was endorsed as a comprehensive framework to
further APEC’s sustainability objectives towards a sustainable and balanced post-COVID-19
era. In the meeting, the ministers adopted Joint Ministerial Statements by consensus, the
documents of the APEC Policy Recommendations on Tourism of the Future: Regenerative
Tourism and the APEC Guidelines for Tourism Stakeholders. The two official documents

were the concrete documents that could make the Putrajaya vision materialize in 2040.

Keywords: Concept, Sustainable Tourism, ASEAN, 21% Century, Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation
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