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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study the concepts and creative processes involved
in producing local theatrical performances in Thailand. The research covers four regions of
Thailand: 1) the North, 2) the Central, 3) the Northeast, and 4) the South. Data was collected
through interviews with senior experts (National Artists) and scholars who play a significant
role in creating local performances in these four regions.

The research findings reveal that the creativity in local performances in Thailand
involves the invention of dance moves that reflect various aspects of daily life, agriculture,
crafts, beliefs, livelihoods, and the nature of living beings. The findings for each region are as
follows: 1) Northern Region: Performances like "Fon Sao Mai" represent the weaving craft, a
significant aspect of the community's lifestyle. "Rabam Keb Bai Cha" reflects agricultural
activities, specifically tea picking; 2) Central Region: Dance moves are created to reflect the
life of farmers, showcasing steps from sowing rice, plowing, harvesting, to winnowing,
representing the agricultural life of the community. The "Ram Wong Matrachaan" dance,
evolved from the "Ram Tone," is a popular folk dance performed during festivals, reflecting
the community's recreational activities; 3) Northeastern Region: "Serng Yaek Kai Mod Daeng"
highlights the identity and livelihood of the Isan people, reflecting their way of life. "Duen
Krok Duen Sak" narrates rituals and beliefs related to rainmaking, showcasing the
community's faith and beliefs; and 4) Southern Region: "Rabam Pan Mor" uses the pottery
craft as a model for dance moves, representing the craftwork of the upper Southern
community. "Rabam Deed Kung" blends traditional dance with newly created moves inspired
by the natural movements of shrimp, reflecting the natural life of living beings in the lower
Southern community. Local theatrical performances in Thailand signify the traditional culture
of each community, provide entertainment, and embed the lifestyle of people both in rural

and urban areas, being passed down from the past to the present.
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