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The creation of the contemporary song “Raruek Bawonraratchao”
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Abstract

This article aims to (1) study the inheritance and dissemination of contemporary
Thai songs performed by the Thai National Symphony Orchestra of the Fine Arts Department
and (2) create a new contemporary Thai song. This study was conducted using qualitative
research methods.

The findings revealed that the Thai National Symphony Orchestra has long
inherited and promoted the performance of contemporary Thai songs, spanning
compositions from the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) to the present day. Key figures,
such as Phra Chenduriyang and Luang Wichitwathakan, significantly contributed to the
preservation and dissemination of these songs. As a result, contemporary Thai songs
continue to be performed at various events organized by the Thai National Symphony
Orchestra.

In addition, the study noted the absence of songs that emphasize the historical
and cultural significance of Wang Na Palace, an important site of the Fine Arts Department.
This inspired the researcher to create and compose the song "Raruek Bawonraratchao," which
honors the legacy of Wang Na Palace and the royal viceroys of the Rattanakosin period,
spanning from King Rama | to King Rama V. The song’s content highlights the beauty of
Bowon Sathan Mongkhon Palace (Wang Na Palace) and celebrates five prominent viceroys:
Somdet Phra Bawornrajchao Maha Sura Singhanat, Somdet Phra Bawornrajchao Maha
Senanurak, Somdet Phra Bawornrajchao Maha Sakdiphonlasep, Phrabat Somdet Phra Pinklao
Chao Yu Hua, and Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Wichaichan.

The composition process considered both the melody's aesthetic appeal and the
meaningful lyrics, which encapsulate historical narratives and disseminate valuable
information about Wang Na Palace and its associated figures. This work represents a

significant new contribution to public knowledge and cultural preservation.

Keywords: Raruek Bawonraratchao, Creation of Modern Thai Songs, Thai National

Symphony Orchestra, Inheritance of Thai Singing
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