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Abstract

The objective of this research was to examine the patterns and components of the
rainmaking ritual known as the "Frog Dance," performed by the Zhuang people in the
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, People's Republic of China. This study employed
qualitative methods, including document analysis, fieldwork, and interviews with experts,
scholars, and local wisdom keepers.

The findings revealed that the "Frog Dance" is performed as part of a rainmaking
ritual held annually during the Chinese New Year, coinciding with the rice planting season
of the Zhuang people. This ritual serves to boost morale and confidence, based on the
belief that the frog is an auspicious animal associated with bringing seasonal rains that
benefit agricultural productivity. The ritual consists of four main ceremonies: (1) the frog-
finding ceremony, (2) the frog parade ceremony, (3) the frog god worship ceremony, and (4)
the frog burial ceremony. Following these ceremonies, the "Frog Dance" is performed as a
celebratory ritual.

The performance is divided into four segments: (1) the two-faced drum
performance, (2) the frog origin dance, (3) the frog god worship dance, and (4) the bronze
drum performance. These are accompanied by additional dances, including the pest
repellent dance, plowing and transplanting dance, prawn-catching and fishing dance,
weaving dance, affection dance, and the frog dance itself. The "Frog Dance" features an all-
male cast and incorporates traditional Zhuang musical instruments, such as the two-faced
drum, bronze drum, suona (a Chinese wind instrument), and cymbals. Performers portraying
frogs are characterized by body paint resembling frog skin, wearing dark green short skirts,

and performing barefoot without jewelry.

Keywords: Zhuang people, Rainmaking ritual, Frog dance
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