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The study of Parashurama Character in the Opera Oriented Dance

Drama premiere: Ganesha Lost of Ivory, according to Lamul Yamakup
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the role of Parashurama in the ancient prelude
performance Ganesha Lost of Ivory, following the approach of Lamul Yamakup. The
research examines the dance movements associated with the role of Parashurama,
analyzing the structure and combat-related dance movements used in this traditional
performance. The study involved reviewing relevant documents, textbooks, research
papers, and literature, as well as conducting interviews, recording images, and employing
descriptive analysis.

The findings reveal that prelude performances are short acts intended to dispel
misfortune before the main performance begins. Such traditions date back to the Ayutthaya
period. During the reign of King Rama VI, the prelude drama Ganesha Lost of Ivory was
composed. The dance movements for Parashurama’s role include sequences synchronized
with lyrics, natta-padha (traditional dance patterns), and battle movements. The analysis
of the dance structure identified two types of combat choreography: 1. Combat patterns in
1.1 traditional Khon and 1.2drama performances, which incorporate combat postures; 2.
Combat patterns specific to the prelude performance, involving dance movements tied to
vocalized lyrics and natta-padha.

These combat postures illustrate the conflict between Brahmin Parashurama and Lord
Ganesha, using movements deeply integrated with both the lyrical and musical

compositions of the performance.

Keywords: Prelude, Ganesha Lost of Ivory, Parashurama
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