MNuNUaLiIazaTgeegluITINIINa M UAN

The representation of the elders’ characters in children's literature
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Abstract

This research aims to study children's literature, specifically picture books from
various countries, totaling 14 stories. These consist of 7 translated international children's
stories into Thai and 7 stories written by Thai authors. The researcher selected stories where
elderly characters play significant roles in the narrative, focusing on the representation of
content and imagery of elderly characters in children's literature. The study's findings reveal

the following themes: 1) content related to intergenerational coexistence; 2) content
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concerning the love and bonding between different generations; and 3) content about the
physical health and emotional and mental characteristics of the elderly. In terms of the
representation of elderly characters in children's literature, the study highlights the following
points: 1) elderly characters are depicted as sources of physical and emotional support;
2) elderly characters are portrayed as understanding and embodying the truths of life;
3) elderly characters are seen as transmitters of experience, providing guidance for life; and
4) elderly characters are depicted as bearers of wisdom and culture. This research examines
children's literature, which plays a crucial role as a communication tool with children,
preparing them for life in an aging society. It aims to enable children to live harmoniously
with the elderly, recognize their value, and understand the significant roles elderly

individuals hold within families.

Keywords: representation, children's literature, elderly characters
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