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Abstract

This research is a qualitative study aiming to investigate the selection and adaptation
of loanwords from foreign languages in Isan royal tribute songs presented in the Pong Lang
Folk Music Competition organized by the Department of Physical Education between the
years 2022 and 2024 (B.E. 2565-2567). The data included 30 songs published on YouTube,
composed to honor Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother. The study identified four
main findings: 1) Loanwords from Pali-Sanskrit: These words serve as the primary linguistic
tool for establishing formality and sacrality in the language. They are categorized into five
functional groups: royal names and titles, majesty and benevolence, expressions of
reverence, auspicious and blessing terms, and specialized religious vocabulary. 2) Loanwords
from Old Khmer: These words play a role in enhancing the courtly nature of the language,
appearing in the form of standard royal vocabulary. 3) The Integration of Foreign Languages
with Isan: This includes techniques such as the creation of phonetic harmony and rhyme
using alliteration and assonance (playing with consonant and vowel sounds), the direct
insertion of Pali incantations in certain parts of the songs to increase mystique and sacredness,
and the formation of new words through the fusion of foreign languages with Thai. 4) Phonetic
and Semantic Changes: 2 main types were found: 4.1) Phonetic Changes: Clipping (omission
of sounds) and sound shifts. 4.2) Semantic Changes: Meaning and semantic broadening.

Although the core linguistic structure and versification remain in various forms of
the Isan dialect, the composers meticulously selected and integrated foreign loanwords,
especially those from Pali and Sanskrit, adapting them significantly. These loanwords function
as a linguistic mechanism to achieve sacralization and linguistic elevation, making the
language elegant and appropriate for the royal context. This demonstrates the capability of
a local dialect to harmoniously integrate high-status linguistic elements to serve cultural

objectives.

Keywords: Foreign Loanwords, Isan dialect, Royal Tribute Songs, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit
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